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MOTILAL NEHRU COLLEGE

University of Delhi

National Seminar Committee

in collaboration with the Departments of Hindi, Sanskrit, and Environment Science

Organizes

2-Day International Seminar

On

Indian Knowledge Tradition : History, Present and Future

24™ & 25™ April, 2023

Concept Note

Colonial conquests were not limited to only political conquests but rather had a far-reaching impact on
Culture, Language, Philosophy and Knowledge. It worked by fundamentally changing the language,
culture, tradition, thinking and knowledge systems of the governed society and class, or by changing the
way of thinking towards them and disconnecting them from their intelligence and institutions. The society

affected by them, to a large extent, gets cut off from the roots of its vision, tradition and originality.

Indian Republic is politically independent and sovereign. But this cannot be said with the same
confidence as far as the intelligence, creativity and thinking of the Indian public is concerned. The long
period of colonial rule greatly changed the tools of our knowledge, thinking, writing, and criticism. Along
with this, the policies and thinking of West-oriented development have deeply influenced the post-

colonial Indian linguistic, cultural, economic, and public knowledge traditions.

In the present times, emphasis is being laid on the need to maintain/regenerate this Indian intellectual
brilliance and autonomy. On the other hand, the search for the originality of Indian knowledge systems
often ends at the ancient times and the Vedas, the Puranas, and the so-called Golden Age, due to which
there is no comprehensive knowledge of its developing stream. Realizing the limitations of the search for
this so-called pure Indian knowledge tradition, there is a need to expand its limits and incorporate
epistemologies of different periods after that, so that Indianness and the pluralistic tone of the Indian

knowledge tradition can be properly identified.




Through the proposed international seminar, we want to understand this discovery from different aspects

of literary, historical, economic, education system, environmental thinking and political outlooks.

Today, there is a need to study the colonial effects in the context of various aspects of the Indian
knowledge tradition, so that while examining the real stream of Indian knowledge, its cooperation is
taken in the determination and implementation of such alternative policies, keeping in mind the
circumstances from the past to the present. It should pave the way for the future of the Indian knowledge
tradition, which is not only useful for theoretical debates, to be inclusive in its approach and behavior, in
the light of which a multi-colored and strong India of the future can be built based on welfare of all as

enshrined in the idea of Vasudhev Kutumbakam.

Convenor Acting Principal

Prof. Dhananjay Kumar Dubey Prof. Yogeshwar Sharma
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